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good reasons must be given for the outbreak of the revolt,
every attempt must be made to secure the neutrality of the
National Guard, and success must be made a certainty. To
accomplish this, two chief measures were adopted by the
Jacobins. It has been said that it was the duty of the primary
assembly of the sections of Paris to break up as soon as their
elections were completed; but on July 25, on the motion of
Thuriot, leave was given to them to sit en permanence to
xegulate the enrolment of volunteers, and any section might
draw up a petition on any subject it pleased. The more
Jacobin sections of Paris took advantage of this, and on July
81 the section Mauconseil drew up a petition to the Assembly,
praying for the immediate dethronement of the king as a
traitor to the country. This was not the (first mention of
dethronement in the Assembly, for, on the 23rd, Choudieu, a
Kadical deputy, had read a petition from Angers, dated the
18th, in these few words, " Legislators, Louis XVI. has betrayed
the nation, the law, and his oath. The people is sovereign ,
you are its representatives. Pronounce his dethronement, and
France will be saved." x Even in the Assembly the same idea
was under discussion, and on July 26 Brissot carried a motion
that the committee of twenty-one should examine and report
what acts should lead to dethronement, and whether the king
was not guilty of committing them The section Mauconseil
sent its decree round to the other forty-seven sections of Paris,
asking them their opinion. Fourteen of the sections out of
the thirty-nine whose records are extant agreed to the petition,
while sixteen rejected it. The others made no reply, and it
may well be believed that they were willing to watch the
course of events, and to be on the side of the majority. If the
king's confidence could be augmented by the number of sections
which showed a respect for royalty, he must have been un-
deceived by studying their names, for, without exception, all
the most populous districts of Paris agreed to the petition of
Mauconseil, and those which adhered to the principle of royalty
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